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effectively to not only control the water going in and
also the water going out. It is that flow that is
important. And to do that will also require
management of this area up here for water. We“re
looking at water management in these areas over here.
We"re also looking at marsh creation in these areas iIn
here. And, again, those details are in your handout.

Reducing risk to communities deals on that
first process. We need to restore ecosystem with a
sustainable landscape. We also need to look at
nonstructural measures. That means elevating homes and
businesses, improve building codes, evacuation planning,
land-use planning. It means being able to acquire
affordable insurance, hazard mitigation plan
implementation. And levees and flood gates are a key
component of that overall reduced risk.

In the Delta plain, we"re looking at -- the
solid line indicates existing levees. But we"re looking
here at a greater than a 100-year protection and in this
area a 100-year protection. In this area, we"re looking
at maintaining an authorized protection. Over here,
we"re showing the Morganza to the Gulf in a solid line,
because even though that is waiting for authorization in
WRDA, the alignment has been chosen. And as a couple

of weeks ago, the first phase of the first project is
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complete on that through state and parish funding.

In this area, we recognize that there are
two urbanized areas that are going to require greater
than a 100-year protection. And that"s what these blue
lines here and here indicate. What -- those lines are
conceptual. They do not indicate where that protection
may be or exactly what it may be. In this area, this
red line here indicates that we need to look at a 100-
year protection for the very large population that lives
in this area, although it is a dispersed population.

We"re also looking at improvements to LA 82
and 27 to preserve their efficiency as evacuation
routes, and also in raising those and armoring those
roadways in helping, using them as a tool to help
control inflow and outflow in the Mermentau Basin area.

On -- everyone here has heard about MRGO.

We are recommending that we immediately close it with an
earthen plug and then deal with the economic issues
resulting from that. Plagquemines Parish has difficult
issues dealing with just how do you handle this
diversion down here. And 1 might add that we regard the
issues with the Mermentau Basin as also one of the
difficult issues that we"re going to be facing, and
that"s simply because of the knowledge basis there.

The implementation process needs to be -- to
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include establishing a process by identifying priority
actions within the annual planning framework. We need
to develop an adaptive implementation framework to focus
scientific and technical advances and to promote program
learning, and need to develop standard processes for
revising the Master Plan in a deliberate manner to
remain relevant into the future while maintaining its
focus.

We know that there are going to be key
policy legislative and institutional issues that need to
be resolved; that we have to develop the structure for
Master Plan implementation. We must focus federal
involvement and plan implementation, including process
modification to speed up the process.

We need effective mechanisms for land-use
regulation. Building levees does not mean that everyone
behind the levee is safe nor does it mean that you can
build up to a levee. There will continue to be unsafe
areas. We must develop fair, equitable and expedient
methods for acquiring surface land rights for project
implementation and we must establish a strategy for
preserving and managing our coastal forest.

We expect the total Master Plan cost will be
in excess of 50 billion. The typical cost share would

require that the state match be at least 20 billion, and
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to 200 million a year. The OCS revenue-sharing

estimates would increase this by about 20 million a year

until 2017, then by approximately 400 to 600 million a
year every year thereafter. Existing and projected
state funding sources can be utilized as matched for
authorized federal funds. However, we know that
additional funding sources will be needed.

So what this means, that we"re going to be
challenged to maximize and leverage existing funding
sources, and that"s being looked at now, to seek
additional funding sources, and to prioritize
appropriately.

Part of that prioritization process is
identifying urgent early action. Those are measures
that reduce key uncertainties for future plan
implementation. It includes operational modification

for existing projects that may deliver rapid

improvements, measures that deliver the highest priority

outcomes. That"s hurricane protection for the highest
asset, highest risk areas, landscape features that
sustain or restore hydrologic regime, measures that
restore natural processes to an area of high projected
land loss, and measures that sustain or improve

processes that are critical to the socioeconomic
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viability of an existing community.

So sequencing these early urgent actions
needs to recognize that some objectives can be achieved
quickly and in a balanced manner; that there are
objectives that interact with one another. In some
cases, there"s a measure that needs to be implemented
before another measure in order for that next measure to
be successful, and that the actual time scales are
dependent on resource availability. And a large part of
that resource availability is funding as well as
manpower. So how do we begin?

I"m going to turn the program over to Andrew
Beall, and he will talk about the State Plan, which is
our First step to implementing the Master Plan.

Andrew?

MR. BEALL:

Thank you, Michele. As Michele indicated,
what I would like to talk to you about next is the
Fiscal Year 2008 Annual Plan.

Every year we go to the coastal zone,
throughout the coastal zone, and describe the activities
that are required by the two implementing agencies for
protection and restoration, DNR and DOTD, as to how
they"re going to expend, make expenditures from the

trust fund. We have that issue and we"re going to talk
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to you briefly about this year -- that this year. But
in addition to this year, we also have the priority
outcomes from the Master Plan that Michele was talking
to you about briefly. This is a short presentation 1
have to give.

You have in your handout packet the -- the
Annual Plan in its entirety, but it"s the entire draft
itself. It has much more information in there than 1
could hope to go over In -- in this amount of time.

Specifically, the urgent early outcomes, as
Michele talked to you through this prioritization
process, we took all the measures in the Master Plan and
tried to identify those synergies that exist and what
outcomes they can reach on a -- on a completed manner.
In those categories we found are things that need to be
done with large-scale planning. This is for the
Mississippi River Delta Management, that big diversion
at the end of the river that Michele was talking about,
and also the completion of the Chenier plain and water
and sediment resource allocation.

There are coastwide programmatic measures
that have to be taken. This is a very large program
that needs to be accomplished in a complete manner. So
we need to make sure we ramp this program up in a

responsible manner and get to construction as quickly as
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possible on as many measures, as critical measures as we
can. This also focused research and monitoring and --
and developing through the LCA Program, Beneficial Use
Program.

There are nonstructural and evacuation
planning that have to -- that have to happen quickly.
Hurricane protection, early working to concentrate on
the highest assets in the highest risk areas,
specifically, the closure of the MRGO and ecosystem
restoration, restoration of the critical land forms,
land bridges, marsh creation barrier shoreline in the
Chenier plain and in the Delta plain, operation and
sizing diversions. The Mississippi and Atchafalaya
River water are the greatest resources this state has
for restoring the coast. We have to make sure that we
use that in a balanced and equitable manner. And,
finally, watershed management in those areas Michele
was talking about in blue. We need to make sure that
water is moving to the benefit of restoration and not
affecting people.

The -- the -- the Master Plan has not been
finalized yet. We"re still in a draft plan. It needs
to go to the Legislature for its approval. So for the
funding request by both agencies, they had to not only

provide opportunities to support the elements of the
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Master Plan, but as well carrying forward with the
existing activities. So what we tried to do is look at
that 50 million dollars, in excess of 50 million dollars
that we know it"s going to cost to implement the -- the
measures of the Master Plan and see how we can get to
construction as quickly as possible as many of these
activities. And this just gives you a brief, three-year
synopsis how we think we can do that through those
outcomes.

And if you look very, very quickly at the
bottom, for the fiscal year, this upcoming fiscal year,
it"s going to take the 126 million dollars, and that
very quickly ramps up to 575 million dollars in 2 --
2010. And that"s getting to construction on those
critical measures as quickly as we can.

Real quickly, I wanted to talk to you about
some -- some -- some of the project specifics that are
in those numbers. For engineering design on -- on
projects, we have for ecosystem restoration, again, the
closure of MRGO. The CIAP Program is -- is moving
forward. And Greg®"s going to talk to you a little bit
more briefly about that. The LCA Program is —-- is
moving forward with a lot of engineering and design
activities, construction as well as the CWPPRA and,

finally, the Bayou Lafourche reintroduction.
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For hurricane protection, the metro New
Orleans and north shore of Lake Pontchartrain. Like
Michele mentioned, Morganza to the Gulf is completing
E&D as well as Donaldsonville to the Gulf.

For construction activities in this upcoming
fiscal year, the CIAP Program and the CWPPRA Program are
moving forward very aggressively for ecosystem
restoration; for hurricane protection, Grand lIsle,
Westbank of New Orleans, and, again, Morganza-Gulf, as
Michele mentioned to you.

Operations and maintenance, there are
already things that are built out there in the state,
and we have to make sure we maintain them and they
function in a good manner for -- for ecosystem
restoration. Again, this is relying heavily on the
CWPPRA Program, Caernarvon and Davis Pond diversions.
They"re state-only projects that have been built over
the years, and these need to have maintenance as well as
the Barrier Islands and Hurricane Protection Levee
Inspection Program.

Finally, the last two elements of this, the
first year, science and technology, we need to make sure
we"re investing in decisions into the future for future
D&D on activities that aren®t in the first two, three

years. We need to make sure that we can improve the
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technology and improve the science behind those
construction activities so we"re getting the best
effective projects on the ground. And in state-only
programs, these are things that prepare both agencies
for emergency response, beneficial use of dredge
material in a small dredge program, and as well as
public outreach activities that need to go on.

With that, 1°d like to turn it over to Greg,
who"s going to talk to you in more detail about the
Coastal Impact Assistance Plan.

MR. GRANDY:

Good evening. Before 1 get into the Coastal
Impact Assistance Plan, 1°d like to recognize the folks
with the parishes who worked extremely hard with us in
putting together the parish portions of the Louisiana
Coastal Impact Assistance Plan.

In Vermilion Parish, Mr. Clay Maynard; in
St. Martin Parish, Parish President Guy Cormier; in
Iberia Parish, Mr. Jim Anderson; in St. Mary Parish,

Mr. Bo LaGrange; in Cameron Parish, Ms. Tina Horn; and
in Calcasieu Parish, Ms. Pam Mattingly. Those were the
local folks. There were 19 coastal parishes. And I
won"t go through all the ones in the east, just the ones
that are local to this area.

The Coastal Impact Assistance Plan is part
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of the Energy Policy Act that President Bush signed in
August of 2005. The funds that are coming to Louisiana
and the five other states through this program aren"t a
result of the hurricanes. This was money that was
dedicated to Louisiana and other coastal states to help
deal with problems associated with offshore continental
shelf production and with wetland loss in the five
states.

Louisiana and our coastal parishes will
receive an estimated 523 million dollars over the next
four years. The state will receive 65 percent and the
19 coastal parishes will receive 35 percent of those
funds.

There were five authorized uses in the Act.
The first three mainly deal with conservation,
restoration, and protection of coastal areas. The
fourth and the fifth deal with planning assistance and
administrative cost of complying with the CIAP
legislation, and the Tifth one deals with mitigation of
impacts of OCS, Offshore Continental Shelf, activities
through funding of onshore infrastructure projects and
public service needs. The fourth and fifth items are
capped for a total of 23 percent for either the state or
the parish for the total four years and for each

individual fiscal year.
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The funding requirements, each state must
submit a Coastal Impact Assistance Plan. And this --
we"ve got the Draft Plan, is what we"re presenting
tonight. The plan must include how the state will spend
their 65 percent and how each of the parishes will spend
their portion of the 35 percent.

The projects included in the plan are the
state, the parish plans, and also projects that the
state and the parish are going to cost-share. The plan
that we"ve developed for Louisiana is for all four years
of funding. We will have the opportunity to revise this
annually or as needed.

The plan development, actions to date, we
established the guidelines early last year, in early
2006. The objectives and the ranking criteria, we held
five public meetings. 1 believe February 17th we met at
the Louisiana Cooperative Extension in Abbeville last
year to describe the CIAP Program to the public. We
also met with all 19 parishes. We briefed the federal
agencies, state agencies, the Coastal Protection
Restoration Authority, the Governor"s Coastal Advisory
Commission, and anybody else Dave Fruge and 1 could find
that would sit still long enough to listen to the CIAP
presentation.

We worked with all 19 coastal parishes on
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putting their proposals together. We solicited
proposals. The due date for that was May 22nd of last
year. We placed all of the proposals, 337, on the DNR
website, and they“re still there today. We discussed
those at two regional open-house meetings In June, one
in Lafayette and one in Baton Rouge, to get the public™s
comment on those so that we could take the comments into
consideration.

We evaluated the proposals and selected
projects for CIAP funding for the state and then
communicated that back to the parish so that they could
revise their list for the CIAP Plan.

We ensured that the CIAP projects were
consistent with the Draft Coastal Master Plan that was
being developed at that time and is being presented
today.-

The two goals that we"d have for the state
were to implement support and accelerate coastal
restoration in the state, divisions that were
articulated in the Coast 2050 Plan, the LCA plan and
other collaborative restoration planning efforts. We
didn"t want to go out and reinvent the wheel and figure
out what the problems were or what the strategies needed
to be to address those problems. We accepted the

identification of the problems and identification of
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those strategies in Coast 2050, and we moved right to
the next stage by identifying projects that would help
implement those strategies.

Particularly after the storms, after Katrina
and Rita, we realized the connection between coastal
restoration and coastal protection. We wanted the
projects to help reduce coastal flooding impacts,
projects that work in synergy with other restoration and
protection projects, and projects, some of which can be
implemented in the near term.

The second goal was to implement support and
accelerate coastal infrastructure projects that mitigate
onshore OCS or offshore continental shelf-related
impacts, especially those that directly benefit OCS oil
and gas exploration and production and those that work
in synergy with restoration and protection projects and
that can be implemented in the near term.

The evaluation process on May 22nd of last
year, DNR received 337 proposals for CIAP funding. Two
hundred and fifty-three of those proposals involved
funding from the state share. Eighty-four involved
funding from the parishes® share of CIAP funds. And
including overlap, there was approximately 3.8 billion
dollars of state funds that were requested. That"s 10

dollars for every dollar that we have to spend on CIAP.
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So there was a tremendous amount of competition for the
funds that were requested from the state. So how do we
go through that process?

The Department of Natural Resources, we had
some external science advisors. We worked with the CPR
Planning Team, representatives to evaluate proposals.

First, we reviewed proposals to make sure
that they met the five uses listed in the law. |If they
didn"t meet one of those five uses, they went off to the
side and the others went on and continued the review
process.

DNR went through a review process. We
recommended a list for projects to a project selection
committee. That committee selected the Draft Project
List that we"ll present to you today. We released the
Draft Plan on February 6th at the Coastal Protection and
Restoration Authority meeting in Baton Rouge, and we"re
here at one of the public hearings tonight. DNR will
prepare a final plan. We"ll submit that to the CPRA
Authority for their approval and then submit that to the
Minerals Management Service for their approval as is
required by the law.

The -- as we went through the selection
process, we had a team of external review of 66 of the

proposals as we continued through the review process.
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We ended up with 66. And those were reviewed by an
external science team led by Dr. Robert Twilley at LSU.

After that review, there was a DNR technical
review in-house that looked at the science review, that
looked at other information that we had in-house on
projects, and we -- we recommended the preliminary list
of projects for funding to the CIAP Selection Committee.
The selection committee was composed of members from the
Governor®s Office of Coastal Affairs, DNR, the
Department of Environmental Quality, the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, Department of Agriculture and
Forestry, and DOTD. That selection meeting also
included DNR staff, members of the CPRA Integrated
Planning Team, and Dr. Robert Twilley to communicate the
results of the external science review. This committee
selected the final projects that are in the list
tonight. 1711 go through a review briefly of the
projects that are in the plan.

As we sort of looked at all the projects,
there are 18 projects that the state is recommending
funding for, and that comprises 80 percent of the
state"s funds, which is 272 million dollars. In
addition, seven parishes are putting up 37 million
dollars of their own money to cost-share on some of

these 18 projects. They"re also five infrastructure
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projects, which is approximately 20 percent or 68
million dollars of the state®s CIAP fund. In addition,
parishes are putting up 16 million dollars of cost share
of their own money for those five infrastructure
projects. We"ll take a look at the restoration projects
first and the infrastructure projects second. We
grouped these under headings, and we"ll go ahead and
move through the Ffive or six different headings.

The first one is Enhanced Management of the
Mississippi River Water, Nutrients and Sediment. The
first project, the Violet Diversion Project in St.
Bernard Parish, this is a 5,000 CFS diversion that will
benefit the central wetlands in St. Bernard Parish.

The second project, the Mississippi River
Long Distance Sediment Pipeline, this is a pipeline
project that would go from the Mississippi River to
approximately Bayou DuPont to Myrtle Grove area. It
would build a long distance pipeline across Plaquemines,
across Jefferson and into Lafourche Parish. It would be
able to do marsh creation on a long distance scale. And
we would also do some marsh creation as part of that
project.

The third project, the Blind River Siphon,
is In St. James Parish. This would take water from the

Mississippi River, siphon it into the Blind River. And
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eventually that water and the nutrients would go into
the upper end of the Maurepas Swamp Basin.

The fourth project, the Bayou Lamoque Flood
Gate Removal, this is a floodgate that was built on the
lower Mississippi River in Plaguemines Parish in the
1950s. It"s about a 12,000 CFS project. This flood gate
has not been operated for -- for purposes it was
designed for about the last 30 years. We want to go in,
either remove the flood gates or rehabilitate the flood
gates, dredge the channel out, put some gaps in the
levees, and let this -- let this 12,000 CFS diversion
start to flow again.

The last project on here, the Delta
Management Strategic Planning Effort, is an initiative
to further the use of the lower Mississippi River to
maximize the environmental benefits, economic benefits
of the lower Mississippi River.

The next two are barrier shoreline
restoration and protection projects, the East Grand
Terre Island Restoration Project. This is a project
that was designed, engineered permits and land rights
were received through the CWPPRA program. It just
doesn®"t have construction funding. It"s ready to go.
It"s ready to be built. We want to put money into this

and go build it as soon as possible.
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The next project, the Rockefeller Refuge
Shoreline Demo, again, this is another project that
CWPPRA did the design for, they"ve got the land rights
for, they®ve got the permits for. It just needs money
to build. We"re going to put money in to build this
project in the very near term.

The protection and restoration of critical
land bridges, they"re two projects: The first one, The
Orleans Land Bridge and Shoreline Protection and Marsh
Creation. Along the northern rim of Lake Borgne, there
are high shoreline erosion rates along here. From
Alligator Point all the way to Bayou Bienvenue, the
shoreline protection and approximately 200 acres of
marsh creation in the Golden Triangle area in the bottom
left-hand corner of this slide. Orleans Parish is
putting up all 15 million dollars of their parish funds
to assist the state in building this project.

The Barataria Land Bridge Dedicated Dredging
Project is a 18 million dollars. This is a marsh
creation project in Jefferson Parish. It"s part of the
Barataria Land Bridge Protection Project. There have
been a number of projects along there. CWPPRA is
putting up approximately 40 percent of the funds to
build marsh creation in this area. CIAP will put up the

additional 60 percent to build this project.
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There are four interior shoreline projects,
kind of two categories here. The first two are
federally -- are federal navigation channels: The Fresh
Water Bayou Shoreline Protection Project in Vermilion
Parish. This is along the fresh-water bayou to do
shoreline protection, primarily on the west side, but a
little bit on the east side as well to prevent breaches
from -- to allow water from fresh-water bayou to move
into the fresh-water marshes of the Mermentau Basin.

The second one, GIWW critical areas of
Terrebonne Parish, this is part of the CWPPRA project
that is designed, it"s permitted, it has land rights,
and it"s ready to be built. We will take four critical
areas along the Intracoastal Waterway in Terrebonne
Parish where there are currently breaches in the
Intracoastal Waterway. There"s some very fragile flow
top marshes behind those breaches, and the erosion rate
is pretty high back in there right now.

The third project in here, and the third and
fourth are sort of interior lake and shoreline
protection projects. The Grand Lake Shoreline
Protection Project, again, this is another CWPPRA
project that has been designed, it has permits, it has
land rights. 1It"s more or less ready to go. The CIAP

Program is going to build 80 percent of this project.
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At the CWPPRA Task Force meeting last week,
the task force voted that they would authorize
construction of the other 20 percent of this project and
pick up the long-term operation and maintenance of the
entire reach. So we were very excited about that.

The fourth project along here, the Lake
Salvador and Shoreline Protection Project, this is the
third and final phase in St. Charles Parish of shoreline
protection along the western end of Lake Salvador. And
the parish is cost-sharing with us on this project. And
I might note that on the Fresh-Water Bayou Shoreline
Protection, Vermilion Parish is cost-sharing with the
state on that project as well.

Two more projects: Marsh Creation with
Dredge Material, Beneficial Use of Dredge Sediment for
Federal Navigation Channel Maintenance, this is when the
Corps of Engineer dredges the federal channel. We want
to make sure that those sediments, those resources that
are the state of Louisiana®s resources get used to help
rebuild and protect our marshes. So the state"s putting
up 20 million dollars.

We think we have three fantastic
opportunities in the very near term along the Calcasieu
Ship Channel to do some significant work through this

program. And we"re looking for other opportunities
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throughout the state to do -- to do beneficial benefit
use of dredge material.

The next one, Fringe Marsh Repair, dedicated
dredging in lower Plaquemines Parish, Plaguemines Parish
is putting up the majority of funds for this and the
state is cost-sharing a little bit to rebuild the
marshes that were torn up along the toe of some of the
levees. These marshes protect the toe of the levee from
erosion, and the parish wants to go back in and rebuild
some of those marshes that were destroyed in the
hurricanes.

The next is the Coastal Forest Conservation
Initiative. This Is to acquire conservation easements
from willing land -- willing land sellers on coastal
forests. And this includes Cypress Tupelo Swamp, other
bottom land hardwood forest as well as maritime forest
chenieres that -- that you might find in Cameron or in
the Caminada-Fourchon area.

In addition, some of these funds can be used
for restoration projects, to improve the hydrology in
some of these coastal forest areas or for vegetative
planting.

In addition, where possible, if a coastal
forest can be acquired so that a wetland assimilation

project could be built next to it so that secondarily
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treated water from wetland, from sewerage treatment
sites could be used, that resource of fresh water or
nutrients could be used to improve the health of some of
these coastal forests.

Then the last two restoration projects, the
first one is the Central Wetlands Assimilation Project.
This is in Orleans and St. Bernard Parish where they
have sewerage treatment plants where right -- currently,
the water from those sewerage treatment plants is
treated. It goes through four treatment systems and
goes back into the Mississippi River. What -- what the
plan is, is to take that water, have it go through
secondary treatment, and then the water and nutrients
would go into Bayou Bienvenue and central wetlands area
and the water would help freshen up some of those areas
where saltwater has intruded in some of those areas from
the MRGO and from the Lake Borgne areas over the years.

The last area is Performance Evaluation and
Science Monitoring. We want to evaluate these projects
as we build them and in the short-term after we build
them to see if they"re meeting the biological and
engineering standards that we designed them to. We want
to do that so we can learn from these. Hope we get even
better as we build more projects.

The last five projects on the list are
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onshore infrastructure projects that mitigate 0CS
impacts. The first project is the Agency Lock, which is
part of the Morganza to the Gulf system over in
Terrebonne and Lafourche Parish. The second project is
the LA 1 Improvement. This is that part of the LA 1
system from Fourchon to Leeville. Currently at Leeville
they"re rebuilding the Leeville Bridge. This -- this
phase of work will pick from the Leeville Bridge up and
go all the way down to Fourchon.

The last three projects are basically road
improvement projects where OCS activity from trucks have
damaged those roads. The First ones, Acadiana Airport
Road in lberia Parish; the second one, Morgan City
Industrial Road in St. Mary Parish; and then the third
one, Trosclair Road in Cameron Parish. [1*1l1 briefly go
through some of the project synergies.

This one project sort of in the middle, kind
of the little V, Chevron in the middle, that"s the East
Grand Terre Project that we talked about. And you can
see a number of the other projects: The ones in red
that are CWPPRA projects and the ones in sort of the
gold colors that are some LCA projects. One of the red
projects (Inaudible) was constructed -- we Ffinished
construction on -- on it in January of this year.

We have two other projects, (Inaudible) to
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Grand Bayou Pass in red and the Pelican Island Project
in red that we hope to put out to bid later this year.

In addition, the other projects in gold, the
-- the Caminada headland and the Shell Island,
Department of Natural Resources and the Corps of
Engineers hopes to have the feasibility study complete
on that this year so we can submit it to WRDA next year
for funding. And you can start to see that this whole
area will eventually get protection measures, and
hopefully the whole will be greater than the sum of the
parts when they"re all built within the system.

We"ve seen a similar sort of reaction
system-wide when we did work on a number of the Isle
Dernier projects, East Whiskey and Trinity Island. They
all performed better than we expected when they were
built together.

Other projects that have this sort of
synergy, Freshwater Bayou Project 1 talked about earlier
and Vermilion Parish has a project in the Schooner Bayou
area in addition to other CIAP and CWPPRA projects in
the area. The Maurepas Swamp has these synergies,
Orleans Land Bridge and Central Wetlands, and the
Barataria Land Bridge as well.

Early action projects, Secretary Angelle

directed us that when we submit the plan to the Minerals
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Management Service in May that we need to get started on
a select group of these projects with state funding,
that we"re not going to wait to start all the projects
until the grants come back to us from the Minerals
Management Service. We"re going to use some of the
state funding that"s available to us. So these are
seven of the projects that we"re looking at.

The Tirst three are construction: East
Grand Terre Island, Barataria Land Bridge Dedicated
Dredging, and the Grand Lake Shoreline Protection, the
Coastal Forest Initiative and the Land Acquisition. And
then the last three are engineering and design, the
Violet Diversion, the Mississippi River Sediment
Delivery Pipeline, and the Bayou Lamoque Diversion.

Now, based on comments we received earlier
this week at meetings in Houma, Lake Charles and New
Orleans last night, we"re looking at potential of maybe
adding two more projects to this list. One is the
Freshwater Bayou Shoreline Protection Project and the
other is the Orleans Parish Shoreline Protection and
Marsh Creation Project.

Just very briefly, projects to be supported
with parish and CIAP funds, 86 percent of the money is
-- is dedicated to projects and restoration and

conservation and 14 percent for the infrastructure,
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public service or planning administration of the
projects.

And just a quick look, some of the projects,
barrier shoreline protection, interior shoreline
protection, marsh creation, vegetative plantings, and,
of course, the OCS-related roadwork that I referred to
earlier.

And actually the -- we have one of the
handouts that was on the table out front. It"s the
draft, Louisiana Coastal Impact Assistance Plan,
Executive Summary. This has a list in the back of all
the state projects and all the parish projects. So if
you want to look at what Vermilion or Cameron or
Calcasieu or lberia has, you can take a look at this
later on. If you want to see the full plan, the full
CIAP plan is about 400 pages, which is why we didn"t
make a copy for everyone tonight. But you®re more than
wellcome to see it. On page 10, it has where you can
access it via the website. |If you have problems
accessing it via the website, you can call me or you can
e-mail me, you can see me after the meeting, and we~ll
get you a copy of it.

The timeline we"re working on with the CIAP
Plan, we released the Draft Plan, as | said earlier,

February the 6th. We"ve had public hearings this week
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in Houma, Lake Charles, New Orleans, and tonight in
Abbeville. We"ve already briefed the CPRA and the
select Legislative committee on coastal areas. We hope
to brief the Governor®s Coastal Commission next month.
The deadline for comments on CIAP and the other plans
tonight is April the 2nd, Monday, April the 2nd. Once
we receive those comments, we"ll work to resolve those.
We hope to submit the final CIAP plan to the Minerals
Management Service May the 1st, and we hope 90 days
later we"ll receive approval from the Minerals
Management Service in late August of this year.

This is the website. It"s listed on page
10. If you don"t have a copy of this and if you can™t
remember that website, you can Google "Louisiana CIAP,"
and that will bring you right to it.

And with that, 1711 turn it back over to
Michele.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, Greg.

So what"s next? Well, this is our current
schedule. As Greg told you, we are out this week from
coast to coast, talking to people. And in conjunction
with Greg"s presentation on the CIAP Program, the Master
Plan is also presented to the select committees on

coastal restoration and protection and also to CPRA. We
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also have made arrangements to meet with Cameron Parish
next week, 1 believe. Arrangements, we"re going to be
meeting with Plaguemines Parish. So we"re out there
showing the plan off and listening to what people have
to say. And that"s because this is the comment period.
And we are taking comments this evening. We will also
take your comments by e-mail. We"ll take your comments
by mail mail. There"s a comment form on the desk
outside that has our mailing address on it as well as
our e-mail address. All that we ask is that all
comments be provided to us by April the 2nd. And the
sooner, the better. We prefer it sooner. But you have
until April the 2nd. And we"ll promise that we"ll take
a look at it and consider it in this process. But we"re
on a very tight time schedule.

We hope to present to the CPRA the final
draft of the Master Plan, the final Master Plan in the
middle of April, April the 12th -- excuse me -- and then
to submit to the Legislature for the end of that month.
Again, the close of the comment period is April the 2nd.

And with that, we will start taking comments
this evening. Representative Mike Frith has already
provided us with his written comments. So | thank you
very much for that, Representative Mickey Frith.

Our first, my First, card 1 have this
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to the mike and state your name for the record? We are

transcribing the statements this evening.

MR. BROUSSARD:

I*m Charles Broussard, a member of the
Vermilion Parish Coastal Advisory Committee.

The first presentation which you made,
ma®"am, you almost sounded like you were part of our
committee. Basically, we"ve been saying this, what
you"ve covered, for several years. | will address a
different area, and that"s the economy of Vermilion
Parish.

I saw the second speaker protected the
eastern part of the state with some of the projects,
which helped him recover their economy. Vermilion
Parish was part of the Mermentau Basin. And the
Intracoastal Canal was dug in 1929, which gave us

protection against saltwater intrusion in 1932. It"s

created by an Act of Congress, who created the Mermentau

Basin, building Calcasieu locks, Vermilion locks,

Catfish Point®"s structure, and Schooner Bayou structure.

That protected us, because the Intracoastal Canal had a

levee on it and North Prong had a levee on it. And
about 12 years ago, and we"ve been talking to the DNR

and the Corps of Engineers for 12 years about this
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problem. Because of Rita, it"s -- it"s literally washed
away now.

But in the last eight years, the Corps of
Engineers has the records, we"ve had salt rot water
intrusion six times iIn the last eight years. In 1999,
we couldn®t plant 40 percent of our rice crop. Also
affected because of saltwater intrusion, cattle
industry. Vermilion Parish also leads in the cattle
industry and the crawfish farming in the state of
Louisiana. Saltwater affects all three of those
industries. We couldn®"t flush our pastures because the
water was salty, because that levee from Leland Bowman
Canal to 7th Ward Canal eventually disappeared. There"s
very little left. And the same thing with North Prong.
North Prong now is completely circumvented. Tugboats
can go in and out of the Mermentau Basin without even
going through the structures because of the washout they
had, so enormous washout in that area. And economists
will tell you, agriculture turns over, dollar turns over
seven times in a community. So can you imagine the loss
that Vermilion Parish experienced because of those two
levees that we"ve lost? And the -- the Corps of
Engineers have addressed it. They came in and put a
little patch in one area and put rock in that area, but

that wasn®"t enough because it"s further deteriorated.
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And from Leland Bowman Locks to the 7th Ward Canal,
also, that levee has to be rebuilt in order to protect
it. Of course, we get a southeast wind, the water goes
right around Leland Bowman Locks. So why have the
locks? They spent hundreds of millions of dollars to
build those structures, and yet they"re not serving the
purpose as intended because of these two problems 1*m
addressing.

Another thing, the levee you said would be
along the Intracoastal Canal, that®"s great. But you
need some protection for the Mermentau Basin.

Louisiana leads the nation, in the
continental United States in number one tonnage of fish
harvested. At Intracoastal City and Vermilion Parish
leads the state with the highest tonnage of fish,
seafood harvested. When you lose that wetlands, you
lose the fish industry. |I1"m sure you"re aware of that.
The reason why Louisiana has a fish industry it has is
because of the wetlands we have, like the Mermentau
Basin. Other states don"t have that. That"s why they
don"t have the fish industry we have. All of this
impacts the economy of Vermilion Parish. So please give
consideration to do something about that on a short-term
basis, which you would be doing precisely what you"re

doing on the east end of the state. We need this done
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now .

Several of the rice farmers in Vermilion
Parish will not even be able to borrow the money from
the banks because the bank knows that they do not have
protection against saltwater intrusion to plant their
crops, and if we"re getting close to planting season.
Next month"s planting season. But who"s going to loan
you money to plant with no protection against saltwater
intrusion? So, ma®am, please take this into
consideration, that something has to be done now, not
far down the road. And we like -- as | said, 1"m sure
the committee likes everything that you said on the
long-term, but this is something that needs to be done
now for the economy of Vermilion Parish.

Thank you.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

MR. BROUSSARD:

By the way, there"s a picture that was in
day-before-yesterday"s newspaper about Schooner Bayou
and the story along with it, and 1°d like to submit it
as part of the comments for this hearing.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

MR. BROUSSARD:
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The structure®s been there for years, but
it"s not serving any purpose because the workers are
there. The investments there. But it"s circumvented by
the washout. So we need something done now, not later.

Thank you.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

Alfred Broussard? Good evening.

MR. BROUSSARD:

I"m ain"t too good of a speaker.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Would you come to the mike, please, sir?

MR. BROUSSARD:

I"m not too good of a speaker. But I*m from
Pecan Island. | wound up having to move to Kaplan
because Pecan Island is almost not livable anymore. And
things has to be done. So that it will finally get to
Kaplan if -- if things ain"t done. Water will be all
the way to Kaplan and in Abbeville. Where 1 lived, we
have some -- some levees around the area. And, right
now, this is how long after the storm I still have water
on my property, which was high land. And the levees
that was put around, I"m sure, was probably helped out
with federal dollars, but no drainage was put in those

levees. And 1 don"t know if it was required to have
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them, but 1 think it was required to have them. So

that"s my comment. And -- and Freshwater Bayou itself,
I was -- 1 worked on that, on that project when -- when
they dug that. | was a surveyor®s helper. And they had

large levees on both sides of the bayou, which protect
Pecan Island, Forked Island. There®s no levees there no
more. They got -- they put a few rocks. But if you
have a high tide, water runs through the rocks and
washes through the marshes. So you don"t have no
protection there. So I think -- 1 think if they -- if
the Corps would build the levees and maintain what they
done, we wouldn®"t have the problem that we have now.

Thank you.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

Ross Hebert?

MR. HEBERT:

My name is Ross Hebert. 1"m the president
of Vermilion Rice Growers. And 1°d like to add a few
comments to what Mr. Charles said.

At one time Vermilion was the largest rice-
producing parish in the state, over a 100,000 acres, and
last year, in "05, with Rita, with the saltwater
intrusion, Vermilion had only 33,000 acres of rice, the

lowest amount in -- since the 1900s, when they started
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producing rice.

All the comments Mr. Charles made about the
saltwater intrusion, we"re losing farmers and guys can"t
really plant because they don"t know If they®re going to
have fresh water to supply a crop, crops with, and also
with the cattle, crawfish industry. So we"d like to
expedite these projects as fast as we can to ensure that
the fresh-water supplies that we used to have can stay
here.

Thank you.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

Donald Sagrera?

MR. SAGRERA:

My name®s Donald Sagrera with (Inaudible)
District Number 2 in Vermilion Parish. And 1"m glad
that we had these speakers that spoke before me because
they"re speaking on the same topic that I am.

We have a lot of volunteers in Vermilion
Parish that have served on the committees. And I know
that they have attended numerous meetings since
Hurricane Rita. |1 made a few of them, but not a
fraction of the meetings that the committees, our
coastal restoration committees and those volunteers made

to put together the plan that you presented tonight.
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And our drainage district depends very much on the
carrying out of this plan, because we"re not only
involved in drainage, but also for assuring that the
farmers within our district have a good salt, good fresh
water to pump on their rice crops.

One of the -- one of the things that we have
done, and we have spoken with many of the elected
officials in our parish and at the state level and at
the federal level, and many of them are here tonight,
and all of them that are here have supported and they
all want to have this Mermentau Basin shored up so it
can be a dependable supply of fresh water again. Our
drainage board has adopted a resolution in support of
all of their efforts, and we hope that they continue
with these efforts to get it shored up as quickly as
possible.

I have some photographs. Mr. Charles
submitted one a while ago that was in the paper. And I
have some papers, some photographs of the actual cuts.

I drove my boat through two of them at the Schooner
Bayou Bypass. The Corps has these photographs and I
have contacted them. And at least these, these cuts,
they feel that it"s their responsibility and they intend
to get them done. However, the funding could be a

problem. And we"re asking everyone, all of the agencies
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here, to work with them in getting these cuts closed up
as soon as possible. We have not had rain for a month
or so. It hasn"t been enough for runoff. If this
continues for another month, we"re going to start
getting enough saltwater in the bay to be harmful for
rice production. This water®s going to come right
through these cuts into the Mermentau Basin. So we-"d
like to put this in the record as something that our
drainage district would like done.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

Loland Broussard?

MR. BROUSSARD:

My name®s Loland Broussard. [1°"m a landowner
here in Vermilion Parish. 1"m also an employee with
NRCS.

Comments 1°d like to make is on behalf of
the CWPPRA Program. I"ve seen where a lot of the
projects, or 1 should say some of the projects so far
that have been mentioned that®s been included in the
CIAP Plan are projects which are -- what we refer to as
Phase 1l Approval. The engineering design, land rights,
permits, everything has been provided on these projects,
except for construction funding. The projects 1"ve

heard tonight, there are still several, 11 and 12,
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projects that are on this Phase 1l list, CWPPRA. They
are not included in the CIAP Plan. Which I would
encourage those committee members or selection committee
members to take a close look at.

On several of the slides I"ve seen so far in
the presentations, they emphasize near-term -- near-term
implementation. 1 cannot think of any other coastal,
restoration-type projects that would be as near term as
these several CWPPRA projects. They“"re already Phase 11
Approval. Some of those projects impact not only
southeast Louisiana, but also southwest Louisiana. So
they"re pretty much spread across the state.

Another point 1°d like to bring out is, 1"ve
not seen on CWPPRA or state plan, and I haven"t read
both plans in detail, but 1°d like to emphasize the
importance of maintenance of the projects that are
built.

In the early 1990s, when we began coastal
restoration in this part of the state with state-only
projects, one particular is the Pecan Island Diversion
Project, was built with state-only funds. But, again,
that project was not and the law did not state that 0&M
funds would be available for those state-only projects.

I see where several of the state projects

that were built under that state-only program have
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basically fallen by the wayside because of the lack of
maintenance. So I would highly encourage both in the
CIAP Plan and the State Master Plan that some
maintenance of these projects concerned. It"s great to
build these projects, but as we all know In coastal
Louisiana, there"s so many variables that you just can"t
build a project that will be a 100 percent effective a
100 percent of the time. And without maintenance, some
of these projects could again really go by the wayside.
And 1 think it"s critical that both these programs
identify perhaps or set aside some funding source for
the maintenance of these projects.

Thank you.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

Roger Simon? Roger Simon, or Simon? Simon?

Ernest Girouard?

MR. GIROUARD:

First of all, I"m a retired farmer because
of Hurricane Rita. After 39 years and salt inundation
on the land that I farm, I could not farm last year and
I probably won"t farm this next year. Therefore, I"m
retired and I"m a full-time employee with LSU. [I"m also
chairman of the Vermilion Soil and Water Conservation

District.
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I want to hit on one of the most important
things that has been neglected all these years:
Maintenance. Don"t build anything unless you can
maintain it. | submit to you, and I have photographs of
all the damage in the Vermilion Mermentau, Grand Teche-
Mermentau Basin, the damage from the hurricane. 1 also
submit to you that the projects that you are planning to
do are worthless unless you go in and protect the basin
first and take care of the basin. Maintenance,
maintenance, maintenance.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

Elemore Morgan, Jr.?

MR. MORGAN:

111 just pass.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Tim Creswell?

MR. CRESWELL:

My name®s Tim Creswell. 1°m vice president
of the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District.

First of all, 1°d like to thank you and the
rest of the committee for all the long hours you"ve put
in manufacturing this document. | see in the draft that
you are supporting the Ag-Mack Channel, which is good.

And 1 see the three i1tems which weren"t in there before:
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The rock barrier along the coast, the elevation of 82,
and the levee on the GIWW. Give us three barriers of
protection and hopefully give some protection for the
Mermentau Basin.

Like the other speakers, | want to emphasize
that we need to do something at Schooner Bayou, that
structure now. We can"t wait on that.

I just have two questions. And, number one,
you"re probably not going to be able to answer this one.
But once you submit this document to the Legislature and
the Legislature approves it and you get with the Corps,
how is this document going to mesh with the Corps*
LACPR? Does anybody know that or are we optimistic that
it"s going to mesh?

MS. DESHOTELS:

We"re always optimistic, sir.

MR. CRESWELL:

I used to be, also, yeah, but I1"m a realist
now. 1 beat my head against that stone wall for six

years on the Ag-Mack channel. The only thing that got

it done was -- was Rita, unfortunately.
My second question is —-- is for O"Neal
Malborough. 1 understand he just got back from

Washington today, and he can give us an update on

Ag-Mack.
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MR. MALBOROUGH:

Well, Tim, as 1 mentioned before, you were
there today, yesterday, and Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday, met with our delegation, all three of our
congressional delegation folks, and all of them are
committed to the Ag-Mack. The good news is that we"re
hearing that it will be (Inaudible) sometime before the
summer. Everybody is confident that that®"s going to
happen. And we were -- we received what we think is a
positive report on the solicitation for the million and
a half dollars, money for the Corps to begin the
engineering the project.

Just so you"ll know, the Corps has right now
800 million -- 800 thousand dollars to begin the
engineering on Ag-Mack, and they®re actually beginning
the engineering on the project. We were soliciting for
them to get another million and a half, which would give
them half of the money they need for this year. And we
received what we think is favorable comments to do that.
Unfortunately, the president put any money in the
budget, Ag-Mack. So our delegation is going to have to
carry that money into the process.

The state, our delegation of the state, Mr.
Frith here, last year, they approved four and a half

million dollars for the Ag-Mack project. So the state
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is way out front beginning engineering on that portion
they“re going to do. So the project, even though it"s
not authorized, is moving forward in the engineering
phase. And, hopefully, that authorization is received.
And the language that you-all convinced the delegation
to put in, what they"re talking about, that we were
guaranteed again that that®"s going to be in there, it
was in there last year. And Senator Vitter sits on a
committee and says that it will be in that language
again. So everything was positive. We have to wait for
the meeting. (Inaudible).

MR. CRESWELL:

That"s as far as we"ve been in six years.

Once again, Michele, thank you-all for all
the work you®ve done.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you.

You-all will notice that there"s one person
here that I didn"t have to ask to come up to the mike in
order for the transcriber to hear him.

In my hand, 1 have a joint card. 1"m going
to ask Senator Nick Gautreaux and Representative Don
Trahan to the mike, please.

MR. TRAHAN:

I*m Don Trahan. 1 represent District 31,
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which is part in Vermilion and part in Lafayette. The
Vermilion part, basically, it"s a straight line between
the communities of LeBlanc in this part of the parish.
I*m going to fuss at you a little bit because 1 worked
very hard in the Legislature to get those people outside
of Acadiana to pronounce my name correctly. It is
Trahan, not Trahan or Trahan.

MS. DESHOTELS:

You"ll have to forgive me, sir, because I"ve
been too long away from home.

MR. TRAHAN:

That"s okay. 1 do that respectfully.

Just to make a couple of comments, my
district is 82 percent in Lafayette and 18 in Vermilion,
and 1 want to echo what Mr. Charles Broussard said and
what Mr. Sagrera just told me puts me in a position iIn
some of these issues about who gets protected first,
Vermilion or Lafayette. But | have a hard time
convincing my constituency in Lafayette, is that -- and
this has been a -- a bone of mine before even the
hurricanes, iIs that Lafayette sometimes thinks what"s
good for Lafayette is good for Acadiana. Lafayette
needs to believe that what"s good for Acadiana is good
for Lafayette, which it"s never been clearer than

tonight, as saltwater intrusion, whatever the causes to
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the decline in agriculture, from commerce is a detriment
to Lafayette. It"s a detriment to the state of
Louisiana, and not only Vermilion Parish. | think
Charles said that economic dollar rolls over seven
times. Well, three of those rolls are in Lafayette from
Vermilion Parish. So 1™"m going to support Nick"s
position and Nick"s position on these projects. It"s my
pleasure to do so. Because the economy of Vermilion
Parish in my belief below Highway 14 is in great danger.

In my district up in the northern part is
closer and closer to Lafayette, we don"t relatively
suffer the same things. However, we do have a lot of
rice farmers who have that problem. But you can rest
assured that 1 will support the efforts of Nick and
Mickey and Troy, the four representatives from Vermilion
Parish.

There was some concern when the district was
split up four times, that it would hurt the
representation of Vermilion Parish. | think Nick can
tell you that. That has not been the case. It has
fortified the representation in Baton Rouge.

So thank you.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

Sir?
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SENATOR GAUTREAUX:

Well, 1™m going to be one of those that
don®"t need a mike. This is a normal voice for me. 1711
raise my voice.

First, 1°d like to start off talking
about -- we"re talking about Schooner Bayou. And the
experts spoke. You have all the people from our parish
who live it, breathe it every single day. You have
young farmers like Ross who want to stay in farming.
But, once again, they have a problem with fresh water.
And what 1 suggest to you today is that you-all make the
comments, that you heard the comments. 1"m suggesting
and I guess I"m basically demanding is that the Schooner
Bayou Project be funded. You heard it"s urgent request,
because, once again, without the economy, without the
farming that we have here today, you just heard it.
Without the farming, the crawfish, the cattle, that"s
the southern portion of our parish, that"s what built
our country, first of all. We fed the country, okay?
Now we"re feeding the rest of the world. Now the rest
of the world are importing rice, killing some of our
farmers. Now is the time for us to fix our problems so
that we can have young farmers like Ross and generations
beyond Ross that continue to farm. So 1 would, like 1

said, demand that it be funded.
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But, second of all, if it"s not funded, 1
would suggest that we have tobacco sales. We"re going
to have a settlement with the tobacco sales. And
approximately 200 million dollars is going to go to
coastal erosion, which we dedicated. You, the people,
voted on that constitutionally. That"s our commitment
as the Legislature. So we"re going to put the money
where it belongs. But in that 200 million dollars,
there®s no way we can“t find a million or two million
(Inaudible) a million dollars to fix that, that
particular project, to help do that. 1 would think it"s
relevant. 1 would think It"s very important.

Even more important is something I said in
committee to your group, Michele. And 1 think all the
people here need to know we have people from southwest
Louisiana, southeast Louisiana. We have a parish
president. The parish president from southeast
Louisiana, his whole parish was underwater.

But, more importantly, we have to realize,
when we"re doing the coastal erosion projects in their
area, they"re very, very costly. Am | correct,
Michele? Very costly, right? We need to realize that
it"s a lot cheaper to protect than have to restore. And
so you have a lot of stuff in southwest Louisiana that

we can put money to and get things fixed for our
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economy. But, even more importantly, we all have
insurance problems. We need to fix those problems so
the insurance companies can feel even more comfortable
to come In our areas. That"s a battle we continue
fighting. 1 continue fighting in Baton Rouge. All of
us, our whole delegation fights that. And, you know,
our people are suffering. But one thing about southwest
Louisiana and Vermilion Parish. We work on our own and
we move forward and we don"t ask very much from the
government. But I think this is not much to ask, a
million or two million dollars to get that on the urgent
list as a priority. So I would suggest that. 1"m also
going to present a resolution urging you-all to do that,
also submit letters from our delegation. 1 think it"s
very important.

But, first of all, look at the people that
turned out here. That"s how important it is. And I
wanted to let the people of Vermilion know, every place
I go and talk about coastal erosion and wherever it"s
at, they talk about the turnouts in this parish. And
that"s what makes this parish great. But that"s what
makes southwest Louisiana and Acadiana great, is the
people like this.

And 1 would suggest that you-all continue

your fight. Some of you-all been fighting for many
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years, probably before | was born, right, Sheriff? But
it"s very important for our economy. And, like 1 said,
the farming issue is an issue. And 1 think that"s
something you can add to your urgent list. We"re not
talking about much money, guys.

And other than that, I just want to thank
all of the people for coming out here today because it
really shows your concern about our community. And I
would think, I hope you-all take that into
consideration, all the people that showed up.

So thank you for having me here today.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, Senator.

I have no more cards in front of me. |Is
there anyone else who would like to make a comment this
evening. If not, thank you very -- oh, oh, oh.

MR. LEBLANC:

I"ve been In emergency management system --

MS. DESHOTELS:

Sir, you need to -- your name for the
record.

MR. LEBLANC:

I"m going to get to you.

For 50 years, this is the first time that

we"ve had 60 percent of Vermilion Parish flooded, 6,000
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homes and businesses flooded. And I"ve seen this
deteriorate for the past 50 years. Hurricane Audrey, we
had some protection. We suffered in Henry. We suffered
at Pecan Island. But only 200 houses were flooded.

What was brought out here tonight is very,
very true. Poor maintenance has left these people and
these farmers in Vermilion Parish at the mercy of the
weather and at the mercy of the sea.

And in the 85 years I"ve been on this earth,
1"ve seen seven billion dollars spent on the Red River.
I1"ve seen 1 don"t know how many billions spent in New
Orleans. When are we going to be served with a little
bit of this service? What they"ve brought out to you
tonight is exactly true. If we don"t get the fresh
water and get that canal built, we"re going to have a
worse situation in the future. If we don"t protect the
coast, you"re going to have the entire Freshwater Basin,
that"s going to look like New Orleans south. Because
without protection, you can throw all the marsh grass
you want out there. The next hurricane is going to wash
it away. And 1 can bring you out there right now and
show you the millions that"s been spent down there. And
where are they? They"re in the sea. So you have to
start with a barrier that will stop that water from

coming in before you can do all the rest of this stuff.
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And 1 realize there"s a lot of ideas about what"s
necessary, but what is necessary is protection.

Thank you and 1 thank you for coming.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Sir, we need your name for the record.

MR. LEBLANC:

Robert LeBlanc, the Vermilion Parish
Office--

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:

General, General LeBlanc.

MR. EDWARDS:

I1*m Judge Edwards. [1°m the chairman of the
Parish Coastal Restoration Advisory Committee.

Nick, you"re right on. And 1 want to thank
all the public officials -- the public officials for
coming tonight. And 1 really want to give a hand to the
-- to the farmers who showed up here tonight. A lot of
them didn"t even get up and speak. There®s a lot of
people here that didn*"t. (Applause).

Earlier in the audience, 1 saw our fire
chief, one of our fire chiefs, here in Abbeville, an old
classmate of mine. And, Nick, if you fixed it last
month, it probably only cost a million or two million
dollars. What"s it cost to clean up from a fire? |IFf

the fire department gets there right away, you know, you
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got a little water damage, you got a little smoke
damage. |If they don"t get there for 30 minutes, there"s
nothing but ashes. And that"s the situation today.

What I saw here was that MMS should get the
plan in August. Or are they going to approve it in
August? Approve it in August. My experience with
government plans like this is, if we see MMS approve it
in October, we"ll be lucky. And then we have to do
engineering and design on the project, and then we have
to let the project for bid. If the project is put on
the fast track, we"ll be lucky to see it built next
summer, very lucky next summer. That means we lose this
growing season and you lose next year. And | don"t
think you guys can afford that.

My recommendation to the Vermilion Parish
Police Jury and to our elected representatives is that
they find the money somewhere and they hire a contractor
and they go out next week and plug the gap. Because
Donald said he could run his boat through two holes.
Last time | was there, there was one. |If you don"t Fix
it soon -- not too many of you understand what®s
happening here.

You"ve got a 100-yard-wide canal that"s got
a levee that"s as wide from me to Mr. Broussard. It"s

about six feet wide. It"s got two holes in it right
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now. The tide exchanges twice a day from Vermilion Bay
to White Lake passing through those two holes. How much
longer you think those are going to stay there? It"s
going to wash out. And if you wait until the project
gets going, it"s going to cost 10 million dollars to
fix. 1 would rather take my tax dollars and have it
plugged with a million dollars. But the idea is this.
IT we can allow the Police Jury to plug it, to find

the funds, maybe to borrow the money, funds from the
state, and then maybe the jury could get reimbursed when
this CIAP project finally gets built. Because you will
save CIAP nine million dollars. | know that®"s too much
common sense for most government to absorb. But I™m
serious when I say that. If we go out there and plug
those holes next week, we can do it for not a lot of
money. But if we wait the full-time that it"s going to
take, you"re looking at a project that"s going to cost a
lot more than what we"re estimating it"s costing today,
because we"re not talking -- the whole project is the
reach from the GIWW to the Schooner Bayou Locks. That"s
what we think we can do for one or two million dollars
today. But it will take a million or two or three or
four or five just to plug that hole if you wait too
long.

Let me say I1™m thrilled to say looks like
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Freshwater Bayou might happen. But seeing is believing.

You guys have a terribly difficult time. |
think we"re on the right track. We"re seeing some
progress. We"re moving in the right direction. 1I™m
serious when I say this. | think we need to do
something in the near term, in the next month or two.

IT you don"t do something in two months and we get a dry
spring, every rice farmer from Gueydan, and there®s some
of them that can testify that, 1 think, you know, from
Forked Island to Gueydan is going to have salt water
because this is a big hole in the levee. You just as
soon open the locks. If we don"t do something, the
economy of the parish is devastated if we have a dry
spring and summer .

Thank you.

SENATOR GAUTREAUX:

This is for Judge Edwards, and this is
actually for everybody.

What I was going to suggest -- first of all,
when you talk -- and | had already been working on
something. 1 was actually in Baton Rouge earlier today,
because everybody knows that 1 don"t normally wear a
suit and a tie. But when I talk to you, 1 directed you
to our chairman. 1°m the vice chair of the Coastal

Committee. And on the way back from Baton Rouge, | was
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talking to him concerning this particular issue, about
Schooner Bayou and about stopping up.

What we"re looking at doing, First of all,
if we can find emergency money to do it, we"ll do it. 1
don"t think emergency money, we qualify for emergency
money. But, more importantly, 1 think what we can do is
maybe do -- 1 sit on the state revenue, fTiscal
committee, we have capital outlay. We"ve been very
fortunate in this parish to bring home money from the
capital outlay program. And I would suggest that -- 1°d
have to first get with the state to see if we can get
engineering cost of exactly how much that project”s
going to cost us. And from there, we still have to the
beginning of May to actually get the money to put it in,
then by the time we get it authorized will be October.
You know, that would be the soonest if we go that route.

Now, the other route, if we could do the
emergency money, we could probably get the money within
probably 30, 30 to 60 days. So, you know, that"s the
best route. But if It"s not possible, then we always
have to have alternatives to it.

MR. EDWARDS:

You better go the emergency route, because
it"s such a dynamic situation. By the time your

engineers go out there and study it and come back and
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design something, it will have changed. You need to
hire a big dredge and go plug it up. And that"s a stop
gap. That"s not, you know, no engineering design. You
just put dirt in the hole. Once that"s done, then
you"ve got time to engineer and design and build.

SENATOR GAUTREAUX:

And, Judge, you know 1 understand all that.
And if I could go get the dredge and do it myself, 1
would do it. But, unfortunately, I"m like you and
everyone else. We have to cut through the bureaucratic.
We have to cut through the state and the red tape.
Sometimes we"re fortunate, too.

I don"t know if we have anybody represents
USDA, because I think that"s another issue that USDA
could be involved in. If they"re not here today, 1711
make sure I contact them tomorrow, because a lot of
times they have money that®"s, you know, a lot quicker to
get.

MR. EDWARDS:

You know, and the Corps -- | know the Corps
has told us. And just a little history for some of
those of you who may not know. The Corps straightened
out the North Prong, built a levee on the east side, and
for many, many years the Corps of Engineers would plug

the holes as they appeared in the levee under routine
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maintenance. When they"d send a dredge down to work in
Schooner Bayou Locks, it would plug the holes. And then
along came the Clean Water Act, and somewhere along
there, somebody in the Corps said, You know, we might
need a permit to do that. We could get in trouble. And
they quit doing it. And when they quit doing it, the
holes started showing up and they got bigger and bigger.
And now they spend their money mowing the grass and
taking care of the locks while the water passes around.
And they"re not doing us any good. So perhaps the Corps
of Engineers might have some emergency funds. Don"t
leave that stone unturned.

SENATOR GAUTREAUX:

111 talk to the Congressmen.

MR. EDWARDS:

Okay .

MS. ZAUNBRECHER:

I"m Linda Zaunbrecher.

We appreciate very much that you“ve come and
you"ve explained what you"ve explained. You talked --
one presentation said something about the river, and
General LeBlanc reminded me that there is another river.
There is the Red River. And if at all possible, In my
vision, we could bring water from the Red River down

into the Vermilion Basin and get fresh water. And have
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to evacuate it, though. We sure don"t want to drown out
Pecan Island. But it is a vision that we have that we
would have enough fresh water to come into this area to
rebuild the marshes and do those things. And all of us
could grow rice again.

Thank you.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, ma“am.

I want to thank everyone.

MR. BROUSSARD:

What she just addressed, 1 was the one
involved in getting this engineering done to do exactly
what she just said. And the -- the Vermilion Parish
Police Jury has a copy- | gave them a copy of all the
engineering has already done, about that thick.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir. Would you identify yourself
for the record, please?

MR. BROUSSARD:

Charles Broussard.

MS. DESHOTELS:

Thank you, sir.

I want to thank everyone for coming this
evening. We really appreciate it. As usual, we have

wonderful input in Abbeville and Vermilion Parish.
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Thank you so much. Good night.

(Meeting concluded.)
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