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Conclusion

At the heart of all of these recommendations is the recognition that coastal
Louisiana connects the nation’s heartland to the rest of the world,
transporting agricultural and industrial commodities and meeting the nation’s
energy demands while at the same time supporting amazingly productive
ecosystems and culturally vibrant communities.

Ensuring the sustainability of this region requires the same basic
commitment from all concerned: the resolve to achieve and maintain an
unprecedented level of excellence in our plans for and care of coastal
Louisiana. This commitment does not seek to elevate one set of needs over
another, but rather to balance the many interests—cultural, economic, and
ecological—that together make America’s Wetland one of the most unique
and vital coastal regions in the world.
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