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Levee Accreditation and Certification

AFEMA Accredits levees if certification is
provided

AFEMA does not Certify, Own, Operate, or
Maintain Levees.

ALevee certification is required to be submitted
by the levee owner.

ACertification documentation should be in
accordance with 44 CFR 65.10.

A can be prepared by Professional Engineer or
A Federal Agency responsible for levee design
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Levee Certification

ARequirements detailed in 44 CFR 65.10
AGeneral
ADesign
AOperations plans
AMaintenance plans

ACertification requirements

UAIl design criteria must be certified by a professional
engineer

UCertified as-built plans must be submitted of levee
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Levee Accreditation

AOnce FEMA receives levee
certification package from a levee

owner
AFEMA perfformsafic omp | et en riﬂ
review against 44 CFR 65.10
A Most requirements of 44 CFR 65.10

are not highly prescriptive

A FEMA accredits levees based on
certification submittal findings
received.
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Levee Accreditation

AAccreditation
AlLegal

ULevee meets federal regulatory requirements at 44 CFR
65.10.

APlain speak

ULevee can be reasonably expected to provide protection
against the 1% annual chance flood hazard.

ADisclaimer

U This is not a guarantee of performance at any level flood,
and larger floods can happen.
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Levee Certification Guidance

AProcedure Memorandum 34
Alssued on August 22, 2005.

ADetailed responsibility of community officials, levee
owners, or other parties seeking recognition of a levee
system on the FIRM maps .

Levee Componenis

Freehnard s—eage =~

California Department of Water Resour

Land Side

Water Side Embankment
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Provisionally Accredited Levee (PAL)

AProcedure Memorandum 43

AGranted levee owners 24
months to submit the required
documentation

ACommunities sign agreement
stating that levee has no known
deficiencies to prevent
certification

APAL does not provide time to B roovisonaly
repair or improve levees with
known deficiencies
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Provisionally Accredited Levee (PAL)

AWhat happens if you have a PAL?

AOnce a PAL is granted by FE

ULevees are reflected on DFIRMSs as provisionally
accredited.

UMapped as providing 1-percent-annual-chance flood
protection.

AOnce PAL expires

UIf accreditation is granted, levees will be mapped as
providing protection.

U If no certification is received, de-accreditation will lead to
landward risk being shown as Special Flood Hazard Area.
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With and Without Levee - Analysis

Left and Right Banks in Model
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With and Without Levee - Analysis

Left Bank Removed in Model
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With and Without Levee - Analysis

Right Bank Removed in Model
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With and Without Levee - Analysis

Resultant Mapping Scenario
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With and Without Levee Analysis

ATimeline for revised FIRM panels

24-month PAL period expires New map goes
without documentation into effect
Revised Preliminary Maps prepared Public Appeals Period and Appeals Letter of Final Determination, 6-month
and released to community Resolution compliance period
0 3 6 9 12 15 18

Months Beyond Expiration Date of PAL Agreement
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Levee Repairs and Improvements

AFEMA will accept levee certification any time
during process

ASpecial flood zones (AR, A99) are available if
criteria are met

ARestoration Plan
AFunding
AMilestones

ALetter of Map Revision or Physical Map
Revisions
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Insurance Considerations

AFlood Insurance rates are based on current
effective Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs).

AFlood Insurance Zones will not change until the
panels are issued effective.

AFEMA recommends flood insurance for all
oroperties behind levees.

APreferred Risk Policies available to property owners
not in the Special Flood Hazard Areas
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